Encomium





    * birth: nation, homeland ancestors, parents


         •He achieved distinction despite coming from an insignificant place,


         •He inherited intelligence from his grandfather Autolycus - but (unlike him) used it wisely.


         •His father was the hero Laertes.


    * education: chosen lifestyle, skills, habits


         •Naturally his father had him properly educated; and this is seen in his later eloquence and athletic prowess.


         •He acquired skill with bow - like Heracles and Apollo.


         •The boar-hunt shows him engaged in manly pursuits as a youth.


    * achievements, illustrating qualities of soul (courage, practical wisdom etc)


         •His eloquence shown by choice as envoy to Troy, Achilles, Philoctetes.


         •His tact, and also delicacy of feeling and kindness, are shown in his dealings with Nausicaa.


         •He was vigilant against treachery (as in the exposure of Palamedes), and able to exercise authority (as when he halts the flight of the army in Iliad 2).


         •His courage and resourcefulness are shown in many incidents in the war: he infiltrated Troy, he stole the Palladium, he restrained the heroes in the Horse.


         •His intelligence is shown in the fact that the horse was his idea.


         •His heroism in battle was recognised and honoured by the Greek army when they awarded him Achilles' arms.


         •The fact that he then handed the armour over to Neoptolemus shows his generosity of spirit; so does his insistence that his deadly enemy Ajax should be given an honourable burial.


         •Penelope's long, patient loyalty under pressure shows the esteem in which she held him.


         •His resourcefulness and powers of endurance are shown by all the ordeals he overcame to reach home.


         •When he reached home he did not rush into a rash headlong attack; but when he did declare himself he fought and won at odds.


    * achievements, illustrating qualities of body (beauty, speed, strength etc)


         •He distinguished himself in the funeral games of Patroclus, and at the games in Phaeacia. He was the only person strong enough to strong the bow.


         •His inherent qualities are shown by the way that, when he was at his lowest ebb of fortune, he was able to impress the Phaeacians.


    * achievements, illustrating qualities of fortune (power, wealth, friends etc)


         •He was a king.


         •He associated with great heroes, and had their respect; and he gained the respect of those he encountered in his wanderings, such as the Phaeacians.


         •The favour shown to him by Athene (and Zeus' acceptance of her intercession on his behalf) shows that he was loved by the gods.





Invective





    * birth: nation, homeland ancestors, parents


         •He came from an insignificant place.


         •His grandfather Autolycus was a thief.


         •He was the bastard son of Sisyphus, whose notorious wickedness resulted in his punishment in the underworld.





      *education: chosen lifestyle, skills, habits


         •What kind of upbringing can one expect educated with such a background?


         •He was brought up in a decadent, closed aristocratic world (the same society that produced the self-indulgent suitors).


         •The boar-hunt shows his lack of skill when put to the test.


         •He specialised in archery - a cowardly weapon.


    * achievements, illustrating qualities of soul (courage, practical wisdom etc)


         •His failure as envoy to Troy, Achilles, Philoctetes shows that his reputation for eloquence was undeserved.


         •He was only able to influence impressionable young girl: he was a smooth, manipulative flatterer, not an orator.


         •He was cunning - for example, he tricked Iphigenia into coming to Aulis. Compare the ruthlessness shown in his role in the deaths of Astyanax and Polyxena. He put his manipulative talents to immoral use.


         •He was a coward - he tried to avoid joining the expedition against Troy.


         •The trick used then (a pretence of madness) shows a lack of any sense of his own dignity: compare the self-mutilation when he infiltrated Troy as a spy, and his disguise as a beggar in Ithaca, and the humiliation he willingly subjected himself to at the hands of the suitors.


         •Contrast with Odysseus' low cunning the proper use of intelligence by Palamedes, who shrewdly exposed his attempt to evade military service. The subsequent plot against and judicial murder of Palamedes shows Odysseus' jealous, vindictive spirit and his willingness to resort to corrupt intrigue.


         •Likewise he used corruption to get Achilles' armour awarded to him, not (as their respective merits demanded) to Ajax; so he bears responsibility for the latter's death.


         •He took the credit for another's invention when Epeius designed the Horse.


         •Despite having a loyal wife, he delayed on his homeward journey to indulge his lusts with Circe. It was his men who insisted on leaving Circe's island: so this shows he was also a poor leader.


         •His poor leadership is shown, too, by the fact that he did not bring back a single follower alive. Many of the losses were due to his bad judgement (as when he got them trapped in the Cyclops' cave); other men were lost because he was unable to impose his authority on his men (the opening of the bag of the winds, the eating of the cattle of the Sun).


         •On arriving home he resorted to extreme measures - a bloodthirsty massacre that almost plunged Ithaca into civil war.


    * achievements, illustrating qualities of body (beauty, speed, strength etc)


         •If he has all these vices, what good is it if he had physical qualities?


    * achievements, illustrating qualities of fortune (power, wealth, friends etc)


         •His sufferings show that the gods hated him - as Aeolus realises when he is blown back after the favour of shutting up the winds has been frivolously thrown away.


         •His ultimate end - killed by his son - likewise shows the gods' hatred of him.


